
1

Equity Free Funding Opportunities:
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and 
Cascade Funding
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European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation Carlos Moedas:

"This ground breaking discovery shows that international collaboration and the crucial support from 

European Commission take us closer to one of the most fascinating  quests to find life beyond our 

solar system. Congratulations to Belgian Michaël Gillon and his international team. Thanks to the 

EU funding through the European Research Council, he as paved the way to this revolutionary 

discovery”



5 Source: EGU, European Geosciences Union



6 Source: European Commission

Horizon 2020

SME Instrument: 
EUR 3 billion

FSTP or Cascade Funding: 
€800 million
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European Funding Opportunities:
SME Instrument and Cascade Funding

Source: European Commission. https://ec.europa.eu/easme/sme @H2020SME

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/sme


8 Source: European Commission. https://ec.europa.eu/easme/sme @H2020SME

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/sme
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Cut off dates & Success Rate

Phase 1

05 September 2019 
06 November 2019

8,4% Success Rate

Phase 2

05 June 2019 
09 October 2019

4 more dates in 2020 
TBC

5,5% Success Rate

Source, European Commission: 
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/sites/easme-site/files/accelerating_innovation_in_europe_horizon_2020_smei_impact_report.pdf
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Cascade Funding or FSTP

European Commission
Horizon 2020

Projects
Consortium

Third parties: SMEs, 
startups, … 

2. Consortium
distributes the grant

Step 1. Grant

Beneficiary 2

Beneficiary 
1

Beneficiary 
n

3rd

Party 1

3rd

Party 3

3rd

Party 2

European 
Commission

3. Funding for: 
Experiments
Acceleration



11

Equity free funding
Typically from 
€ 10 K - € 250 K

6.

Services
Mentoring, Training,  
Access investment
Internationalization

1

Cascade Funding

Open calls, competitive calls for proposals within EU Projects to integrate
more participants via pilots, extensions and/or acceleration incubation

2
Easy to apply funding

Easy to justify funding



12

6.

Acceleration Program

Public accelerator
10K€-250K€ / 0 % shares

Private accelerator
0K€-25K€ / 8 % shares
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Main inititiatives distributing Cascade Funding

Cascade Funding

https://www.ict-fire.eu/
https://smartanythingeverywhere.eu/
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Main inititiatives distributing Cascade Funding

Future Internet / Next Generation Internet

Smartisation

Industry 4.0 

Internet of Things (IoT)

Robotics 

Big Data

Photonics

Innovation throughout value chains

The nexus between creativity and technology

Cascade Funding
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40+ Calls distributing Cascade Funding

Innovations
Value

Chains

Cascade Funding

https://www.ict-fire.eu/
https://smartanythingeverywhere.eu/
http://www.impact-accelerator.com/connected-car/
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Join the community: fundingbox.com/c/fundingbox-community
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Thank you

sanyu@fundingbox.com

Twitter: FundingBox   LinkedIn: company/the-funding-box-group-s-l-/



AI4EU – Executive Board Meeting – 11-12 February 2019

Equity Free Funding Programs

Roi Rodríguez (FundingBox)

IoT Week Aarhus June 2019
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AI4EU – Executive Board Meeting – 11-12 February 2019

AI4EU in a nutshell

European Robotics Forum 19 March 2018

€3 M 
Cascade Funding
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Type of beneficiaries

European Robotics Forum 19 March 2018



AI4EU – Executive Board Meeting – 11-12 February 2019

Tech Transfer Experiments

European Robotics Forum 19 March 2018

UP TO
€180K

EQUITY FREE
FUNDING

UP TO
€1M

PRIVATE 
INVESTMENT



AI4EU – Executive Board Meeting – 11-12 February 2019

Tech Transfer Experiments 
Value Proposition

European Robotics Forum 19 March 2018

Mentoring

Access to 
premier 

class tech

World
Class

Training

PR 
Exposure

Access to 
public 

investment

Corporates 
Brokerage

World
Class

Events

Access to 
private  

investment



AI4EU – Executive Board Meeting – 11-12 February 2019

Tech Transfer Experiments

European Robotics Forum 19 March 2018

9 Months
Online Program

20 Start
8 Finish
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Acceleration Program

European Robotics Forum 19 March 2018

FEASIBILITY STUDY

PROTOTYPE DEVELOPMENT

GO TO MARKET
€60 K

8 STARTUPS

€80 K
14 STARTUPS

€40 K
20 STARTUPS

UP TO €1 MILLION PRIVATE FUNDING

2 months

4 months

3 months

2 months

4 months

3 months



AI4EU – Executive Board Meeting – 11-12 February 2019

Selection process

European Robotics Forum 19 March 2018

FundingBox
Application online

Experts 
Evaluation

Jury Day

X Applicants

25 AI Prototypes / Call 20 startups



AI4EU – Executive Board Meeting – 11-12 February 2019

Selection process

European Robotics Forum 19 March 2018



30 Twitter: twitter.com/AI4EU LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/ai4eu

First Open Call 
January 2020

Stay Tuned! Subscribe to the newsletter

ai4eu.eu/#newsletter



RIMA OPEN CALLS

IoT Week Aarhus, June 20th, 2019

Roi Rodríguez, FundingBox
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Current DIH (13)

•CEA (FR)

•CATEC (SP)

•CREATE (IT)

•CUT (CY)

•DFKI (DE)

•DLR (DE),

•DTI (DK)

•LMS Patras (GR)

•PIAP (PL)

•SINTEF (NO)

•TUKE (SK)

•TNO (NL)

•VTT (FI)

•U Seville (ES) 

•U Twente (NL)

Facilator and networking

•FundingBox (PL)

•SprintRobotics (NL)

•U YORK (UK)

•FORATOM (BE)

•FERHL (BE)

•EFNDT (BE)

•WSSTP (BE)

•SYSTEMATIC (FR)

Overall concept
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€8.1 M 
Cascade 
Funding

AI4EU IN A NUTSHELL
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AI4EU IN A NUTSHELL
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FSTP Principle - Example of experiment consortia
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Energy generation and distribution. 
Including off shore and on-shore 
infrastructure, including renewables, 
supply infrastructure and generating 
facilities.

Water and waste processing; clean 
water storage and distribution, waste 
infrastructure and processing. 
Covering dams, reservoirs and natural 
water resources.

Road infrastructure; bridges, tunnels, 
roads etc.

Rail infrastructure, including local 
transport systems such as trams, 
covering; track and trackside 
equipment, rolling stock, stations and 
geo-physical maintenance.

Transport hubs; ports, airports and 
interchanges.

Cities; transport, waste management 
and fixed infrastructure

Nuclear infrastructure, including 
decommissioning, waste disposal, 
maintenance and life extension.

Oil and Gas extraction, refining and 
distribution infrastructure, including 
off-shore infrastructure and 
decommissioning.
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AI4EU IN A NUTSHELL

FEASIBILITY PLAN

PROTOTYPE EXPERIMENTATION

PROOF OF CONCEPT €50 K

€100 K

€50 K

2 months

4 months

3 months

TE+TD
4 months

TE
6 months

TE+TD
2 months

PROTOTYPE DEVELOPMENT €100 K 4 months
TE

6 months
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First Open Call 
September 2019

Stay Tuned! 

rimanetwork.eu


